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Some challenges in conservation planning theory and tools
I begin by briefly describing the way in which systematic conservation planning principles and software (MARXAN www.ecology.uq.edu.au/marxan.htm) were used to rezone the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park in Australia.  This represents the largest successful implementation of systematic conservation planning software in the world to date.  This case study and other conservation planning problems around the world raise several issues with respect to conservation planning theory and practice, particularly as it relates to the land-sea interface.  These issues include: connectivity within marine systems, connectivity between marine, freshwater and terrestrial systems, planning across the land-sea interface, planning when there are disturbances and catastrophes, and multiple-use zoning.  These problems are raised and possible solutions provided.

The talk will shamelessly steal ideas and labour from innumerable colleagues and students (http://www.uq.edu.au/spatialecology/).  Some of them include: Maria Beger, Rom Stewart, Bob Pressey, Kerrie Wilson, Eddie Game, Vanessa Adams, Michael Bode, Emily Nicholson, Josie Carwardine, Dan Dorfman, Eric Peterson, Dan Brumbaugh, Stuart Kininmoth and Matthew Watts.
